PASSAGES FROM ARABIA   DESERTA
That untimely Turkishness was the source to me of nearly all
the mischiefs of rhese travels in Arabia. And what wonder, none
fearing a reckoning, that I should many times come nigh to be
foully murdered! whereas the informal benevolent word, in the
beginning, of a Frankish Consulate might have procured me
regard of the great Haj officers, and their letters of commendation,
in departing from them, to the Emirs of Arabia. Thus rejected
by the British Consulate, I dreaded to be turned back altogether
if I should visit now certain great personages of Damascus, as the
noble Algerian prince Abd el-Kdder^ for whose only word's sake,
which I am well assured he would have given, I had been welcome
in all the Haj-road towers occupied by Moorish garrisons, and my
life had not been well-nigh lost amongst them later at Medain
Salih.
I went only to the Kurdish Pasha of the Haj, Mohammed Said,
who two years before had known me a traveller in the Lands
beyond Jordan, and took me for a well-affected man that did
nothing covertly. It was a time of cholera and the Christians had
fled from the city, when I visited them formerly in Damascus to
prefer the same request, that I might go down with the Pilgrimage
to Medain Salih.   He had recommended me then to bring a
finnan of the Sultan, saying, The kajjdj (pilgrims) were a mixed
multitude, and if aught befel me, the harm might be laid at his
door^since I was the subject of a foreign government': but now,
he said, 'Well! would I needs go thither? it might be with the
jfaty: that is the flying provision-train which since ancient times
is seat down from Syria to relieve the returning pilgrimage at
Mwfcun SMih; but commonly lying there only three days  the
taie^ouH not have sufficed me.
I tonight the stars were so disposed that I should not go to
r^r1** *** my Moslem fcoKk. 'the Pasha himself could
u* forfed any taking this journey with tie caravan; and though
I were a Aw^, what hindered! when I went not down to the
(two sacred cities), but to Medain Salih; how!  I an
oE might not go, when there went down every year